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Paovenss, tv. 24.— The way of life is above to the wise; that he may déjiart 
from hell beneath. eat. 
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Ir might have been expected, apart from the express testimony of trevela- 
tion, that a religion whose appropriate agency it is to raise men to heaven, 
would be something very far above the common range of worldly. virtue 
and morality. And yet, if-we take our estimation “of that religion ‘from 
the sentiments, tastes, and pursuits of very many who are professedly’its 
subjects, it will by no means be found remarkably lofty in its character, 
Aw opinion formed from a knowledge of the agency which ‘this’ réligion’ is 
designed to execute, will certainly find but little to give it strength inthe 
character and lives of most of its professors. Indeed, were we. to look solély 
at this exhibition of its nature and effects, we should be constrained to admit 
that no peculiar purity and power belong to it, and that after all, it is no marvel. 
lous thing to become truly religious. Happy for the world we are not thus “ 
limited in our means of ascertaining the nature of true religion. In the ‘word 
of God it is so variously described and défined, that however strangers we 
may be ourselves to any experience of its power, and rarely as we may meet 
with any thing like a full representation of it in real life, we may yet acquaint 
ourselves with its distinctive features. ‘This we are urged to do by thé most — 

ing considerations of duty and interest. y 

If we glance at the pages of the Bible; we shall perceive that syiritual ‘reli 
gion is there presented as an abstract and elevated concern. Its one great 
and obvious feature, as there delineated, is its opposition, at once to the pre. 

temper and bias of the native human heart, and to the y 

pursuits of the world. The Bible represents the subjects” 
as seeking present and endless felicity in a way far above “ the 
of virtuous life.” Let our-text be taken as an example of the | 
striking manner in which the Bible uniformly represents thas 
and before God. The way of life ia# 
depart from hell beneath. Here, it is thought, are. 
certain views of an exalted piety as exemplified in the 
aims of men, which it must ever be interesting and profitable to takigi 

is the way of saving piety. It is eminently a high way. They 
and pursue it,—they who do not continue to tread the 
death. . ad 
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In following out the views here presented, I 
in which’the tay of life is above to the wise.” 


L Jt is elevated in principle. 
__ N@ sentiment is more 
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is uot secured. While shey are endeavoring earefully 40 lay up he taeeetae 
® comfortable portion here, their endeavors are substantially fruitless >. for thele 
[essessions become eaiy the ecvesion of ‘increased solicitude or of new and 
disappointments. — Is is among the maxims of worldly. pri 
compromise prineiple, rather than encounter opposition, or incur 
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r, to attempt to accumulate circumstances - pif 
perishable structures here, which they are.on the eve.of 
which the flight of a few years must wholly deface.and 
A . are in their high career heavenward along the 
come down to such trifles, cannot be attracted by the dim. 
, cannot heap useless ap on the 
will be in the grave, or expend on the dwelling they to-d 
the word of salvation to perishing 

what must be thought of many avewed followers of the 
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cannot, 
hesitate 


i who are decidedly in the way of life are elevated in taate 
the desire of ‘human applause. Men destitute of such a taste are _ 
sometimes brought to perceive the emptiness of mere worldly estimation, 
They see it does not charm away sorrew. They see it does. nothing atall 
towards reaching the core of human wretchedness. But they who have been 
cheered with the tones of divine compassion breathing forth the accents, Nai- 
ther do I condemn thee, go in peace, have no longer an ear for the sweetest | 
music that ever sounded in the language of human praise. Once it was 
ful to them. No melody waked up intenser raptures than the voice of 
from their fellows. Once they could live on the breath that wafted itito their 
ear. mash eee ERY with the tones of every fibre in 
their heart-strings. It is not barely because they have detected its emptiness. 
It is not so much because they have experienced its impotency in yielding 
‘seber quiet to the mind. But it is because their very heart sickens at the.idea 
being applauded for what, in the view of God, merits rather. shame,and 
reproach; because it savors of the devices of him who would tempt them 
the path of life by presenting to their minds something to foster a feeling 
f-exaltation. Indeed, so far are the eminently spiritually-minded from. 
iring tokens of worldly estimation and honor, they deprecate them; such 
are sting to their taste—they are like daggers to their heartes 
- It may be _ observed, that the elevated spiritual taste of sue’ asvare 
in the way of life renders them superior to the admiration of talented 
ided by certain favorable cireumstances, have been brought under the 
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it just be added that those who in some good degree are living up to the 
‘prio mand conan of realign ok sre = 
the of enthusiastic deli 


taste above 
ight in the works of mere art, of taste, or 
io Sia ectnrisvancale wochesheoh wns tac exy dimereans cham 
seme reommagnone peenree telat dosisines But it does more: 
it a new taste, opens a new its exercise and gratification. 
Sills tied ncaa sclehe to Siegp oo lnoly ab: teas page 
‘@fmoral beauty or deformity, grandeur or debasement. The whole range 
- -of spiritual trath and spiritual scenes is the legitimate sphere for its 
‘who imbibe this new taste have an exquisite relish for 
‘features of divine truth, and find an exhaustless 
“the objects of heavenly contemplation. Thus gifted with a 
‘of a higher and purer character, they become com 
‘ that class of things which before interested and 
thetr taste for this latter department of objects is no 
sOfore, it yields a delight lexs exquisite and ing; 
‘be connected with a perception of i 
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| ELEVATED NATURE OF TRUE PIETY. 


the inspired delineation of the New Jerusalem, than all that 
ely in the efforts of genius and art. oie aed 
way of life is abgve to the wise, in that they are: elevated 
. ‘Their practice is no less sublime than their principles and ta 
- much above the common walks of worldly men in the charac 
orts, as they dre in the views and relish of their minds. On thi 
very briefly observe, rma 
are in the way of life are elevated in pursuit above what 
i their worldly interest. The ground of their action, it has 
bserved, is the divine glory in the purification and salvation of men. 
is is the predominant motive that prompts their efforts. The end of their 
thete High ing. The pursuit of this is no selfish aim, for it is 
eans of securing the great end for which man was created, Nor 
the pursuit of heaven actually any dereliction of the best good which this. 
world has to afford. For it is not to its most eager devotees, but to the 
aspirants after heaven, that the world yields its greatest benefits. It pours its 
richest blessings upon those who keep it beneath their feet. It rewards with 
its real good those who despise it. While the followers in the way of 
} ate seeking those things which might be deemed an abandonmen 
worldly interests, because they are superior to its pleasures, its praizes, its 
gpulence, and its honors, all that is valuable in these things comes into thei 
possession and goes to accumulate the materials of their blessedness. ‘Theit 
pursuit is above these things, and yet the substance of them comes into their 
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Again, they who are wise unto eternal life are elevated in pursuit above 
the present benefits of religion. ‘They are less solicitous to find the # 
pleasantness, than to find it the way of holiness, and | 


my friends, in following the ions of the text, I have given you 
the more important features of their character who are evidently it 
progress heavenward. They are elevated in principle above the receivell 
worldly prudence, above the accredited standurd of worldly mo- 

e the authority of common opinions. They are elevated in 
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e the mere decoration of their persons and dwellings, above the 

applause, above the feeling pf an absorbing admiration of 

and above the feeling of an enthusiastic delight én 
are elevated in pur 
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In view of all that has been said I cannot but remark; 
igion, by which I mean that which is connected with the 
is vastly more abstract, elevated, and holy than t 
. think it what it is too commonly seen to be in 
professors, and not what it is declared to be in the book of Go 
take up their notions of it from its more imperfect devel 
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. ‘ @pmente on earth, and thus rest at a point vastly below the one they are re- 
quired to reach. It is impossible not to entertain the most painful apprehen- 
siops respecting the future destipy of great numbers who would seem to be in 

* the way of life. They manifest scarcely a single genuine mark of a spiritual 
elevation of soul. 1 am concerned that all of my hearers who are yet able 
to hope that they are the subjects of so sublime a religion, would once more 
institute a most solemn investigation into their state. It is not improbable that 
such an inquiry would lead to discoveries fatal to the hopes of nota few, 
who will cheat themselves’ into a persuasion that they are in the way of life, 
= they are evidently not rising in principles, taste, or pursuit, to depart from 

beneath. 
1%, Saving religion is above the conception of worldly minds. They cannot 
gomprehend its sublime principles. ‘They know nothing adequately of its 
- purity and sublimity of taste. The end it proposes, and which all its real 
ts pursue with singleness of aim and unwavering determination, is alto- 
gther beyond the reach of their grovelling powers. The great desires and 
of the godly are apart from the range of their thoughts. Ah! none 
who feel the power of this religion, understand how unearthly it is. 
. those who wonder at these strange assertions, and marvel that so common 
as religion should be thus represented as above their 
learn is first principled, only taste of its blessedness, and their Fae waco | 
cease. Though the ungodly cannot as such estimate its value, though they 
not send their thoughts to the high point of vision, of feeling, and hap. 
s which the spiritually minded attain, let them only drink into its pure 
spirit, and they will begin to learn something of the length and breadth, the 
_ height and depth of its exceeding worth and importance. 
oot. Saying piety is above the reach of worldly accident and changes. .'The 
joost serious and disastrous of these, are such as assail the mind and heart of _ 
man. But they whose treasure is above, cannot, be subject to harm on this 
account, ‘from whatever occurs here below, They set their affection on 
things above ; and consequently the dearest objects to their heart c ibe 
withdrawn for ever from them, or at any time, so as to occasion them hy 
grief. Even should the world and all the lower works of God be blotted out 
* Of being, the subjects of undefiled religion will sympathize but little with the 
eatastrophe—will suffer little by the ehange—will lose actually i 
the mighty destruction. O how safe and blessed are the saints of 1° 
does not such a view of their condition constrain the wicked to strive ta 
’ jake it their own? : 
«4. 'To present them with an additional motive to do this, I-add in conclugion, 
that all who are not with the truly wise advanoing in this elevated way te 
heaven.anove, are hastening their steps touxii BENEATH, There are but two 
at ways, the strait and narrow way of life and the broad way of death. 
These two ways conduct to two immensely different ends. _ The one is an 

c ara the other is.an eternal hell. Fellow-sinners, we may judge 

a wach these ends we are about to reach, by the way which we now pursue. 

_. . Ne trath is more plaip, none more invariable, none more necessary, than. that 
the way of every one is declarative of the end of that person. Ye who know 


that you are in the way of death, how can you proceed one step farther? J 
beg you to stop. You may yet arise and dwell with God. _ But if youresolve 
. go-on your hitherto chosen way, you must sink to deep darkness an@ 
hopeless wo |, i‘ ee 
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SERMON CXVI. - 
By Rev. GEORGE A. CALHOUN, 


NORTH COVENTRY, CONN. 


THE CHARACTER, CONDUCT, AND DESTINY OF THE JAILER AND 
FELIX CONTRASTED. 


Aves, xvi, 39--94— Then ha celled for o light, and 4 trang in and came trom 
bling, and fell down before Paul and Silas; and brought them out and said, 
Sirs, what must Ido to be saved? And they said, + ae 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, cy eg say And thy 
eee the Lord, and to all that were in his house. 

; same of the night, and washed their st Oia ta 
and all his, s ghey dnd che ha had Srotghe them sanshce tana te 
set meat before them and rejoiced, believing in with all his . 


Acts, xxiv. 25—27.—And as he reasoned of: wraren 
ment to come, Felix trembled, ind nae 
I have a convenient season, I will call fo 
should have been given him of Paul, t hb miiyht toot 
sent for him the oftener, and communed with him. 
Poreius Festus came into Felix’ room: on Folix, willing 
@ pleasure, left Paul bound. 


Tuesx passages of Scripture contain each a concise account of the 
sharacter and conduct of an individual, And my object in presenting both. 
before you at the same time is, that we may contrast the pa cages ya - 
of the trembling jailer at Philippi, with those of the trembling F. 
Cesarea, and derive instruction from the contrast. In relation to the 
and Felix, I observe, , ' 

1. They were both sinners. With regard to the jailer we have no a 
tion, except. that contained in the text and context. That he ws soe 
evident from the fact that all men are sinners; and that he a ' 
acter less desirable than that of many other unsanctified persons, is inferred 
from two circumstances. ‘I'be first is, he was probably educated @ heathen, 
and would, of course, be addicted to the vices and cruelties so common. 
those who are not under the restraining influence of the gospel. 
circumstance from which is deduced an inference unfavorable to, 
acter, is his.treatment of the apostles when they were committed to his 
tody. He thrust them into the most uncomfartable part of fe pena 
their feet in the stocks, and, leaving their wounds undresséd, retired to rest. 
That he might have treated the apostles with Jess severity, in consistency with 
his.dgty as keeper of the prison, is apparent from his subsequent 
‘towards them, From our scanty knowledge of the jailer we must conclude, 
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Ot Bolin; bofene lds lahervions with sho apontio, the Bible givensinne seaman” 


That he did not sustain a character as exemplary as that of many, other 


the universal’ testimony of historians: ~ He lived in an illegal . 
caarange nd menppanslagees pas A wey and in 


TL. They were both brought in an interesting manner within the reach of 
instruction. In violation of law, and with cruel hands, were Paul 
d Silas committed to prison at Philippi. Their jailer, during the night, wae 
‘ an earthquake, and seeing the doors of the ame, 
ied his life to be forfeited in consequence of the flight of his prisoners. 


of despair, when about to seal his condemnation for ever by, the 
a ag“ gave him the pleasant and timely information, thet 
etdicaeen atten encansemnvcvenah sod Co iede.ok ter bees 
were loosed, yet no prisoner had escaped. At this juncture the apostles 
to him the gospel. “They said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
auththou-shalt be saved.” “ And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, 
and:to all that were in his house.” 

, In-an illegal and cruel manner was Paul apprehended at Jerusalem, and 
| sént'to:Felix at-Cesarea, who. detained him in custody. In making ‘his. de- 
fence against the false accusations of the Jews, Paul preached to Felix the 
doctrine of the resurrection. ‘At another time, in the presence of Felix, Paul 
reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment tocome. He doubtless 

him that instruction which was necessary for his salvation... We know 

t but! the gospel was es fully and as clearly preached to Felix; ue to the 

*' Both being Gentiles were taught the truths of Christianity by the 


phorawere unto each the truths of our holy religion, without re- 

P ahdl dhecdeids a etaadllanooalih thole oishen, becaaichah notion 
gospel of Christ. In relation to the jailer and Felix, { observe, 

“They were both convicted of sin under the instructions which they 

ffom the apostles. The jailer arid Felix each gave a listening 

was said by the inspired preacher. They doubtless regarded 

as truth of God, At that critical and 

poral, and death eternal—when the 

and timely caution, “ Do thyself 

all here ;” then was he brought to view 

dropped from his hands : he sprang in, 

before Paul and Silas. But whatoccs- 





oi ane tcl were made effectual, by the Holy 
heaven to convince him of sin; and he trembled lest hi 
the second death. The jailer was now s convicted sinner. 


tremble? Hle wan Pen!’ juige, invented with the power of life ad com in 
Paul was in bonds, Was it the sight of the unarmed prisoner before him, 
which caused Felix to'tremble? ‘No violence was offered. No threats were 
uftered. Bout Paul reasoned, and Felix heard him. And as he listened to the 
truths of God, as exhibited in the simple reasoning of the Apostle, his sins, . 
like an angry cloud about to burst upon him, came to view. Then wasnear 
Pelix an invisible agent, whose office it is to convince of sin, of 

and of judgment. He now sew himself to be a sinner, and he felt the. sting 
of a guilty conscience—the distress of a self-condemned sinner—and 

unto a judgment to come, he trembled. While in the presence of Paul” | 
ee ae both the jailer and Felix became convicted -sinners: 


or Sr Thip-toth och r engage eh Al caine of halt hailed Com 
vineed’as they were of the importance of salvation, they could do nothing léss 
than resolve to give it their attention. And that they did thus resolve, is evident 
from ‘their conduct. The jailer, with trembling solicitude inquired, what he 
imuist'do to be saved? This he would not have done, under circum. 
stances, had he not determined to engage in the concerns of his soul. “He was 
evidently resolved, when he had leamed what to do to be saved, to do it," 

‘And from the manner of Felix’s speaking to Paul, as well as from the state 
of feeling which he manifested under the exhibition of truth; ‘we 
evidence, that it was not his intention when he dismissed the apostle, to 
don the subject of religion ; tt rw ei ue vero eo 
give it his particular attention. “And as Paul reasoned of 
perance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, “Go pecan 
Sor this time ; when I have a convenient season I will call for thee.” Hawes 


find his resolution, not only to engage in the concerns of his soul, but'to emi- mk 


oS cameap dimebag oncheesm 

far the two men whose characters we have been contemplating, ¢ 

dlike: There was a striking resemblance between them. They 

sitmers, and sinners of a cast more unpleasant than usual. They were both 
instructed by the Apostle to the Gentiles, while he was in bonds 

were both convicted of sin, and caused to tremble in view of 
pes And they both resolved to engage in their salvation. 
there was a period when a dissimilarity between them commenced. 


I observe, mi 
“y. Ths jl rd ody loge immer inte, ol le 
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rcjes to fotre period The jailer’s conduct at. this. tiave.is 
and of imitation. poialgrpaad ai ye eg 


ent way of salvation. No time was lost in needless.com- 
the earthquake. No care of the prison or of the 


he 

was suffered to divert his attention. No carding pt warned in le 

' thon to the instructions of the apostles. Prostrate before the embassadors.ef 
he sought the way of life with a solicitade deep and eames. He 

evidently felt in his own heart the import of that scripture, “ Behold new ia the 

time: behold now is the day of salvation.” The needful 
































Bot it was far different with Felix. Though trembling in view of his sins 

and the wrath to come,-—though resolved to attend to the interests of his soulyew 

he was not yet determined to make religion his first business. Hence he.did 

not, with the jailer, inquire what he should do to be saved? . But he 

. “Go thy way for this time, when I have a convenient season I 

call for thee.” Difficulties in the way af eipeeetion ia. Nie Seen 
or pleasure, induced him to postpone the subject to a future period, And 

the wb subject was postponed to give place for that which was more in. aceort 

ance with the unsanctified feelings of the Roman governor. I observe, 

VL The jailer soon gave evidence of piety, while Felix afforded evidence of 

increasing hardness of heart, Ere the sun had streaked the east, the. jailex 
was. joyful in the Lord. To his solicitous inquiry : “ What. mast 
do to be saved ?” the. apostles replied : “ Believe on fhe Lord Jesus Chriat, wi 
thou shalt be saved.” And now, instead of the severity and cruelty which he 
had manifested towards the apostles on their commitment, he showed himself 
to be a friend of God's persecuted servants. The same hour of the night.he . 
took Paul and Silas, and washed the stripes. which the day before were inflicted 
them. And he was baptized, he and all his, straightway. And he received 
p og how into his own house, and treated them with all the kindness of. 
brother’s love. And in the morning, when the magistrates sent to have. Paul 
and Silas set at liberty, thus to escape the reproach of their illegal and iniquitous 
, the jailer, in friendship, gave Paul information of their base imten- 
fo Th change which was thus suddenly wrought in the character of the 
, was that new birth which is essentially requisite for the kingdom of 
He afforded full evidence of possessing a new najure, and of being 

‘enrolled with the sons of God. 

But how was it with Felix? When divine truth was aed upon his con- 
acience by the energy of the Holy Spirit, did he say, “ Lord, I believe; help 
~ .. thon mine unbelief?” This was not his langnage ;, but he said, “Go thy way 

for this time.” He unquestionably expected that a convenient season was not 
far distant. And did the expected season soon arrive? He subsequently 
enjoyed opportunities for communing with Payl; but were righteousness, tem. 
We hens and judgment 1 come, topics of his conversation with the apostle? 
e * © more of Felix’s trembling under divine truth. When, by a reaolu- 
TE pole peapryempaad cc gincet 4 aapephcnganen | 
Be « af i,t eld he agitations of his troubled. noi Hp am 
to go his way for that time, but the Holy Ghost to 
conversed with the Apostle, and sent for him the oftener, ie t 
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‘THB JAILER AND PELIX. 


money would be given him for Paul’s freedom. And to ; 
to himself, he kept that persecuted servant of Jesus 

And when his office and he was 
the malice of the Jews, and prevent them from | 
of the injustice and cruelty of his administration, he left Pa 
Cesarea. The Bible continues the history of Felix ty 
the time 
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the Christian character of the jailer. His name is left on 
sacred page as a fair candidate for immortal blessedness. And we are 
assurance, that the promise of salvation on condition of faith, 
trembling Philippian, has been fulfilled; and that he is now with 
delaying Felix—unhappy Felix—where is het History tells us, thet 
his companion, Drusilla, who could hear Paul reason of righteousness, tem- 
perance, and judgment to come without being moved, and the child of thelr 


a 


$ 
er 


+ _ idlieit counection, were consumed by a terrible eruption of Mount Vesuviuet 


atid that Felix but narrowly escaped the punishment of his crimes from the 
hand of Roman justice. We cannot find, either hi the Bible or in profane his- 
tory, any indication that his heart was changed before death. All the cirewm- 
stances attending his life and his conduct, so far as recorded, are caleulated 
to lead the reflecting mind to fearful conclusions respecting his present condi- 
tions Were we to hope that he was not now lifting up his eyes in torme: 
ingling his wailings with those of the damned; we should hope withou 
evidence. Felix once trembled in view of judgment to come, but he ceased 
to tremble. His terrors and convictions sdon subsided—his passions remained . 


these individuals, we learn : ; bind 
‘“§. ‘That persons may resemble each other for a season, who in 
and in eternity shall be vastly different. ‘The Philippian jailer and the 
man governor were, in important particulars, alike for a season. Alike 
were sinners against God. Alike they had long remained insensible to ther 
; their dangers. Alike they were instructed by an 


—and is now a glorified spirit in heaven. “Felix delayed, for s more conveliian: 
i his peace with God—became a hardened sinner—cherished 
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_ And both resolved 
between them, was, 


apparent difference 


; “When I have a convenient 
interest. Both 
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before him. The 
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attention. The 
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* What shall I do to be saved?” 
season I will call for thee.” 


appeared to be 
it their 
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embraced religion, the other designed to do it at a future period. Thisdiffer 
ence in conduct may appear to some persons to be indeed 
ae eres ee BE nenee eee eens NN ON 
who: intends to embrace it at a future period. .. 4 atte. wipesabaes 
In the first the one yiekls tothe muggestions of the Holy ity 
the other The language of the Spirit to each individual. 
thoncsupted dens; and the heart of tho enp-chibediully sssextstochedeslenatitin 
PNM a but the heart of the other is-still rebellious. «And 
ps es aah Ae ag RBA AB . = 
period. There isa great difference. : 
Fao ee aR aA, and those of a éot 
to i Gein, S commeeiy-yuninayy ieee Se Secho.gueeieiinne 
way for thie'time. ee ee 
cli the eoctud:: place, the: person who eunbeuces :teligies eben eangbeigahiie 
ander the power of sin. So soon as he begins to obey God, he is:a servantel 
God. But the convicted sinner, however many his tears and deep his:disteees; 
who delays making his peace with God, is still a slave of sim. Levthewresolu- 
tion.of future repentance be ever so unyielding, the person who férmed ida 
<i a different service, and is under the direction of @ different viaster 
whohas entered the service of God. One Sy sane 
and the other is'a servant of Satan. : ewig 
“In the third place, the person who embraces religion now i 
to ‘himsélf. the promises of the gospel. . ‘Phese promises Se 
‘J 8 amaimanchptorendaomar nce pneu asp 
. tend, But there are no promises to him who resolves 
g <biinawe gested: Seleipeusdvoustnenemherathouant Bh 
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Vee be " The sinner tet be bone ag 1 & “a 
eeieibiatiy Aitetniatbagens im siligieni new sneip. Reet 
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